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January 17,1902 142 

Confirming telegraphic report of deaths from plague at Honolulu. 

Honolulu, H. I., December 28, 1901. 

Sir : Beferring to my telegrams of December 24 and December 28, 
respectively, in which 3 new cases of plague are reported, 2 of them 
dying on December 24 and the third on December 28, I have the honor 
to give the following particulars which include all the information now 
obtainable concerning the cases : 

On December 24, a Porto Bican, name unknown, was found dead on 
the porch of a house near the corner of Aala and King streets. The 
body was immediately removed to the morgue where the necropsy 
showed the cause of death to be plague 

In tracing the history of the case nothing was learned beyond the fact 
that the man had been temporarily engaged as a longshoreman in 
painting the hull of a vessel now in the harbor. The master of the 
vessel (ship Archer) when seen both by Dr. Pratt and this office in 
regard to the matter, said that he had employed a number Of Porto 
Bicans to paint the hull of his vessel, but that they had not slept 
aboard. They had, however, taken their meals aboard while actually 
at work. As he had no record of their names, it could not be proved 
that this particular Porto Bican was one of the number. On the other 
hand the ship Archer had been lately fumigated by this office, and was 
immediately placed at a rat proof wharf where she has since remained, 
so the chances of infection from the vessel are so small as to hardly 
admit of consideration. As a number of Porto Bicans live at Aala and 
King streets, and as a dead rat found there about two weeks ago was 
found to be infected with plague, it is more reasonable to assume that 
this case was infected at this place, where he had gone evidently just 
prior to his death. The source of infection in this case, however, will 
never be definitely determined. 

The second case (death, December 24), an Hawaiian man named 
William Makai, was found at his home at 32 Kawaiahao street. He 
had been employed at the California Feed Company, and undoubtedly 
received his infection there as did William Umi (death, December 12) 
and Doi Asakuchi (death, December 14). The third case, a Porto 
Bican (death, December 28), was found on School street, west of 
Nuuanu, and it is believed that he was one of a crowd of longshoremen 
engaged in painting the hull of the ship Archer, although this can not 
be conclusively proved. It is probable that he received his infection 
from Aala and King streets, as this is a locality where a number of 
Porto Bicans are living. While I do not think that the ship Archer is 
involved in this infection, I shall redisinfect parts of her and perhaps 
the whole ship. In addition to the disinfection which she has already 
received, the crew's effects would have received the usual disinfection 
just prior to her departure. 

Bespectfully, L. E. Cofer, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. , 

Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaii. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



